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The Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA) at the University of Pennsylvania is
pleased to present Charline von Heyl, the first museum survey of this
compelling and important painter. Von Heyl is a painter whose vibrant,
insistent, enigmatic work demonstrates that painting is still intensely
relevant in contemporary art. Her paintings are not abstractions of objects
or figures; instead, she is interested in creating a “new image that stands for
itself as a fact.” With their dynamic energy, their contradictions and
reversals, and their intentional confusion of foreground and background,
these paintings require (and desire) careful looking but refuse to yield to the
impulse to name, identify, and define. As the artist says, “It is about the
feeling that a painting, or any work of art, can give—when you can’t stop
looking because there is something that you want to find out, that you want
to understand... Good paintings have this tantalizing quality. And once you
turn around, you absolutely cannot recapture them. They leave a hole in the
mind, a longing.”

Tracing the development of von Heyl’s work over the last decade, Charline
von Heyl consists of 18 paintings exhibited alongside collage-based works on
paper. Von Heyl’s works on paper combine drawing, painting, woodcut,
silkscreen, and lithography, and are defined by a wild overflow of energy.
They are sometimes more conventionally legible than the paintings are,
their source images less transformed. Von Heyl’s drawings are sites of
experimentation, extremely process-heavy, and composed through a playful
method of trial and error. To chart the important visual relationships
between the two mediums, von Heyl first included drawings alongside her
paintings in a 2006 solo exhibition, a tactic that revealed that the drawings
were a tool to explore not only ways of making but also ways of seeing—for
both the artist and the viewer.

Charline von Heyl was born in Germany in 1960 and studied painting with
Jorg Immendorff in Hamburg and Fritz Schwegler in Diisseldorf. She has
lived in New York since 1996, and her work has been exhibited both in the
United States and abroad, including solo museum exhibitions at Le
Consortium, Dijon (2009), the Dallas Museum of Art (2005), and the Vienna
Secession (2004). Group exhibitions include Oranges and Sardines:
Conversations on Abstract Painting at the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles
(2008), and Make Your Own Life: Artists In and Out of Cologne (2006), which
was organized at ICA and then traveled to the Museum of Contemporary Art
in North Miami and the Henry Art Gallery in Seattle. Von Heyl’s works are in
the collections of the Musee d’Art Moderne de la Ville de Paris; the Museum
of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles; the Museum of Modern Art, New York;
and the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, among others.



GENERAL INFORMATION
UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA
118 SOUTH 36™ STREET
PHILADELPHIA, PA 19104-3289
WWW.ICAPHILA.ORG

BLOG:
WWW.ICAPHILA.ORG/MIRANDA

HOURS

Wednesday 11am-8pm
Thursday + Friday 11am-6pm
Saturday + Sunday 11am-5pm

Admission is FREE every day.

Free admission to the Institute of
Contemporary Art at the University
of Pennsylvania for the public is
sponsored by the Amanda (C95] and
Glenn (W87/WG88) Fuhrman Fund.

For more information,
call 215-898-7108/5911, or visit
www.icaphila.org.

INSTITUTE OF

CONTEMPORARY ART

The Institute of Contemporary Art at
the University of Pennsylvania
believes in the power of art and
artists to inform and inspire. The
ICAis free for all to engage and
connect with the art of our time.

This exhibition is organized by the Institute of Contemporary Art at the
University of Pennsylvania by guest curator Jenelle Porter, Senior Curator,
ICA/Boston.

PUBLICATION

The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated catalogue publication
designed in conjunction with the artist. It includes an essay by the curator
and features an interview between von Heyl and Kaja Silverman, Keith L. and
Katherine Sachs Chair of Contemporary Art, Department of the History of
Art, University of Pennsylvania.

TRAVEL VENUES
Charline von Heyl premiers at ICA, then travels to the Institute of
Contemporary Art, Boston (March 21-July 8, 2012).
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